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Man, who takes upon him to de- 
liver down; to Poſtetity; any” Part 
of the Hiſtory: of the Men or 
Times in which He writes, 8 
care that his Heart be altogetlier 
and diſengaged from Paſſion and Ra, 
judice,; otherwiſe he will not have ir 
in his Power, to make uſe of a noble 
Author 8 Motto, Not to dare to cons 
ceal a Truth, or to publiſh a Halſboua 
His Ming therefore ought to be whol· 
ly diſpaſſionate and looſe of all kinds 
of Byas and. Inequality, 1, ſet: out 
with no perſonal; Prejudice againſt Cap- 
rain, Rep. he has never taken 
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a Shilling from me or mine upon the 
Road; but as he has robb'd many 


whom 1 know, and goes on till 
publickly to plunder, I rather aver 


tiſe than Write againſt him; and I 
hope the Captain, When be ER 
cooly on _ this s  Hegd, 
me ag Libeller, or e 
lick Spiritedneſs, Malevolence. I hope 


TY — 


my ſelf down to the Rules of Cane 
dour and Truth in the following 
moir g. I ſhall confine 


and therefore 1 ſhall not, according to 
the Cuſtom of Biographers, ſet down 


the minuter Circumſtances of this Gen- 


tleman's Birth and Education, as I'think 
the Obloquy of his evil Actions, or 


the Merit of his good ones, ſhould 


rather reſt on himſelf than on thoſe 
who brought him into the World, or 
were concern'd in the Education of 
him afterwards : and becauſe nothing 


is ſo frequent as for bad Men to de- 


<A from their Blood and Prin- 
ciples. 


ſelf not to 
talk againſt the Man, but his Crimes; 


= be 
1 


(7) 


- ciples. - What principally. determined me 


to publiſh-theſe: Memoirs, was, an ho- 


neſt Inclination I had to undeceive my 
Fellow. Citizens, before whom he has 

been lately ſet upon the publick Stage 
as a Character of Heroiſm, if not of 


Virtue. - The Dramatick Writer has in- 


deed drefs'd him out to Advantage, he 
ſtands ere the firſt Piece in the Canvas, 
and has gained much popular Ap- 


plauſe; he has made him the Lover 


* the Warrior, he is the Darling of 


the Fair, and the Glory of the thieviſh 


Heroes who ſurround him: He is 
a perfect, polite, modern fine Gen- 
tleman, and Dorimant in Sir Fop- 


ling; tho a Perſon of equal Mo- 
rals, is not a more accompliſh'd Rake. 
He commits his Robberies with an 
Air of Authority and Gallantry, the 
common People miſtake his Vices for 
Virtues; and thoſe who are not in 
his Gang, applaud him. 


IT is the Purpoſe of this lie 
Treatiſe, if my poor Endeavours may 
be 


(92) 


be bleſs'd with 2 to check this 


popular Applauſe ſo injurious to che 
Publick; nor am I the firſt who have 
taken the Alarm: our Reverend Guides 
and Spiritual Directors have cryd 4. 
lud and fpard not; they likewiſe 
have publiſh'd the Dangers which vi- 
fibly threaten our Morals, when the 
People are uſed to behold a | notori- 
ous Robber ſer up thus in a Point 
of Light, where all the Horrors of 
his Trade, where the dark Lanthorn, 
the Piſtol, the Dagger, and the Ruin 
and Spoil of the Poor are concealed ; 
| he appears upon the Stage, not only 
furrounded with Pleaſures and Glory, 
but even with Power, at the Head of 


a well arm'd and a vicious Crew, and 


is at laſt repriey'd. by the Poet, even 
from the imaginary Puniſhment. When 
therefore a Perſon really Infamous, 
and an Inſtrument of much Evil to 
his Country, ſhall receive ſo much 
Encouragement and Applauſe from the 
People, and from thoſe who are ac- 
counted of the better Sort too; for 

many 


(9) 


many ſuch are to be found among his 
Admirers. It is worthy our Labour to 
look back a little, and to enquire 
into the Reaſon of the] greſent Dege- 
generacy of our Morals: Let us ſee 
then how, and by what Degrees, a 
brave, a great, and a generous Lag 
ple became fo corrupt, to be ca 
to look on and laugh at Fraud — 


Rapine, and to ake a '- 
man, for; J Heroe.. J Sele 94090 Jn 
| robe | HaJ 10 or 218 


* 


—ͤä———— — — 
— — — — — — 
— 8 


5 


"CHAP IL 


AFTER the Dbith er Kin 
mln, of immortal Memory, 
and that long and expenſive War that 


ſucceeded in the Reign of Queen Anne, 


when we were deliver'd from the Fears 


of becoming Slaves to Lewir XIV; when 
his Scheme of Univerſal Monarchy was 
broke by our Arms: The People, 
who had with moſt incredible Labour 


and Patience, and at a moſt prodigious 


Expence of Blood and Treaſure, ſuffer- 
ed all the Fatigues of a long and ho- 


nourable War in the Defence of their 
Religion and Liberties; no ſooner felt 


the Warmth of Repoſe, and the Iny 
dulgence of Peace, but they gave them- 


ſelves wholly up to it, and began now 


t< think of nothing ſo much as Wealth 
and Eaſe. Firſt, there aroſe among 


us a general and uncommon Deſire of 
Money, and aſter this an extraordi- 


nary 


(nu). 


vary Appetite ſar Power; the two. 
great Fundamentals of every 15 : Ar 
varice immediately oyerthrew all pr · 
bity, and Truſt, and mutual, Confix 
dence; and, in confequence, , every. in- 
genjous 9nd! praiſe-worthy-Arr., ſhared 
the: ſame Fate: and, in their, ſtead, 
Pride, Ambition, Inhumaniy, au vg; 
nal and mercenary Deſires of all Kinds 
took Place: Friendſhips; and Enmities 
were now! made as Intereſt only direRed; = 
It wag thought Praiſe · worthy to de» 
ceive yar Neigbbour, and he who 
bad more Fraud. was decmed to have 
more Underſtanding than his Fellow, 
Citizen: This inſatiable Thirſt aſter 
Power and Wealth became now con- 
tagious, and invaded the City like a 

Peſtilence: every one may | remember 

in what Manner the chief Magiſtrate 

and. the Senate were drawn in to in. 

dulge the Madn eſs of theſe avaxitious 

Men. I would have, pad. in filence,- ' 
that fatal aud defiruttive Sc hemt tha 
let Men loeſe upon one another; and 
vg leaye only te mention it now. 
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40285 HR 
to mark the' Origin of this great Fol- 
ly, aud to ſhew that after this the peo- 
ple never recover d'their Integrity. Af. 
ter tllis extraordinary Change of Pro- 
pert) y, Virtue" "Rem'd to become Vice, 
and” Vice, Virtue; and all Men inch- 
ned to think, chat if they had Wealth, 
they had a Right to every thing; there- 
fore that, and that alone, became 
the general Stu: and this Poiſon 
baving thus mixed with the Blood and 
Spirits of the People, they became 
weak and ener vate: the Deſires of 
Maitkftid aſter W ealth - being inſatiable, 
were not to be diminiſbd either by 
Want or Abundance. Aſter this fol- 
low'd Rapine, Tnjuſtice, a general Dif: 
ſolution . of Morals; and in each Man 
was found a Deſire after "the Goods of 
his Neighbour, 'and' the Rich oppreſs'd 
the Poor without Modeſty * 'or Mode- 
ration. Perhaps too, this Remiſſneſs 
2 the Manners of the People, might 

this time receive Encouragement 
3 Example from their Superiors, 


Whom they beheld rioting n all min! 


Vs > os ner 


r 83 Rb Eh . ˙ ˙eq1 . RF, . 1 1 ; » oo. — 8 
* 4 —— f D F . EE 2 by . Ot „„ ot 5 . . 8 4 3 e Y * af — 
d ö _ h 1 5 n bs jy = 5 2 * — TC" a 4 n . — 7 Wo _ W d * F 
, "a DE POM : 9 l OO A. - e . e - - 22 * 
2 4 
> dp * * 


4% y 
* - 
% 
5% 

- 


(137), 
ner os Wealth and L urury i khnd / thoſel 
of the middle Rank — themſelves 
raiſed to great Imaginary Wealth, coig 
py'd thofe; above / them as far as they 
were able; like o their 'Supetiors;i) rliey: 
came at once into the |Expences f, 
Women; Pictures, Jewels, rich/Furnitur&p 
and magnificent Villas; 'colbly Wines, 
andi the deareſbi\Extirements td vicious 
Palates were purchaſed from every Couni 
try Inga word, they fell; into: every 
thing that could e esta Juxu- 
rious n n bus 175 924 

| 1 > "Aud 2 ; 

ABOUT: this tims/ 888 * 
Wealth became Terms of the ſame: 
Signification; and accordingly,” Glory, 
Government, Power, were only to be 
found” with rhe Rich: Virtue hung 
its Head, Poverty was every where 
accounted criminal; and the Man, whoſe: 
Morals and Conduct in this corrupt 


Multitude were unblameable, was ſnun- 
ned; and look d upon with Malevos 
lence by his Fellow- Citizens. Wealth, 


* I; have ſaid, did not only produce 
Luxury, 


(14050 


Landry n, but tainter the Morals of one: 


Vourha with Avarice and Pride, Ra. 


pine and Wuſte: At the fame time, a 


Profuſion of their own Property. and 
a Deſire caſter that of others, there 
was 2-genetal Neglect of all manner 
af Prohity Moderation, Humanity; 
nor hid they the leaſt Regard for 


ſion of the Minds of many of the 
People; and thoſe whoſe Spirits were 
enough awake, buſy'd themſelves in 
doing mutual Wrongs; ſo that at this 
time, having the Power to do Wrong, 
and doing Wrong were inſeparable, 
each Man ſancy'd himſelf in Poſſeſſion 
of Millions: Accordingly the Founda- 


raiſed themſelves to the moſt viſionary 
Heights, and the loweſt of the Vulgar 
were purchaſing Titles in Heraldry, and 
fixing Nobility to their Names. The 
Appetites of Hunger and Thirſt were 


| 9 and Luxury prevented every 


Call 


Things Human or Divine. Enfeebled 
thus by Luxury, an unaccountable 8u- 
pineneſso ſeemd to have taken Poſſeſs 


tions of coſtly Palaces were laid, they 


1 


EN 1 2 


159 
Call of Nature: In this Situation, thoſe 
our Youth who were unſueceſo- 
ful at the publick Gaming- Table, and 
yet lived in tht Profuſſon of thoſe 


—— — 


who ſucceeded, were reduced to Po- 
verty, and by Poverty t at- 
tempt every thing to ſupply ay + Ne- 
ceſſities of Luxury. , When the Mind 


is thus 1 is not .akly, x6- 
cover d to el 
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N oY great a00 io Libs uy; 
as 1 bave deſeribed, Captain Mack- 
Heb, as well as many other Gentle- 


i 


men, at the fame time, diſſipated both 


his Morals and his Fortune. He faw 
the Spoilers of the People in quiet 
Poſſeſſion of their ill-gotten Treaſures, 


and look'd upon them as ſo many Ci- 


vil Pirates, who prey'd upon their Fel- 
low-Creatures under the Sanction of a 
Law. He often declared in his diſſo- 
late and immoral way of uttering 
his Thoughts, that he contemn'd thoſe 


Laws, and that Society, who could 


only puniſh thoſe 'who broke the 
Laws, not thoſe who broke thro 
them ; and by virtue of which, the 


Poor had very little Protection againſt 


the Oppreſſions of the Rich: Laws, 


ſaid he, that ſerve only to feed fat 


their numerous, and never to be ſatis- 
* | fy d 


1 
n 4 
* . 
» T8 


a R 2 
p PF 
I a”; 2 8 . 


017) 
ſy'd Profeſſors: . He ſaw uo Reaſon 


why Property ſhould be ſo paſtry 
diſtributed; and this unequal -Divifidn | 


of the Goods of Nature ſeemd: 10 
175 like the over · weening Partiality 

a fond Mother who loyd her woiſt 
Children beſt ;. that theſe Conſidexa- 
tians had determin'd him to excom- 


mune himſelf, to leap the Pale pf the 
Society, to un wild 


mit himſelf to the Original State 1 
all Men had a Right te all Things; 
and this Way of Proceeding, he flat: 
ter d himſelf was Honourable and Juſt; 
And he, declar'd, if he ſhould; be ta- 
ken by any of the Saciety, from whence 
he had excluded | himſelf, . he  ſhoyld 
only lock upon himſelf. as conquet'd 
by an Enemy; he accougted his Rob- 


beries only ſo many Acts of Hoſtili- 


ty. and confeſs d the Conqueror had a 
Right to uſe the Conquer d as he thought 
fit. But this Project of rynnipg wild 
ſoon vaniſh'd, and made way for hat 
he conceiv d to be much more com- 
a ang. natural. He began to my; 

C gine, 
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(18 ) 


Line, very unjuſtly,-as Men who ſuffer 
their” Reaſon to ſtray are ſoon loft, 
that not only the whole Community, 
but any Part of it, had a Right to 


diſſolve it ſelf and to erect another; 
and to form ſuch Regulations or Laws 
for the Society as they ſhould think 
proper. Here he thought fit to fix, 
and having contracted an Intimacy in 
cheſe Times with ſeveral diſſolute and 
undone Perſons, much in the ſame Cir- 
chenſtances with himſelf, he 'garther'd 
together a large and formidable: Body; 
or rather their common Wants aſſoci- 
ated them as Creatures of the ſame 
kind. Some were under Contracts they 
were never able to | ſatisfy 3 others, 
who had thrown away their Patri- 
monies at the Public, or dt private 
Gaming - Tables; and many . who had 
conſumed their Fortunes in Riot, and 
were unable to ſtand the Attack of 
their lawſul Creditors: and beſides 
theſe, there were ſome who! had already 
enter d themſelves in Felonies,” -and in 
Wickedneſs alwoſt of every Kind; 
e's | thele 
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theſe were his Familiars, not his Intis 
mates; for we muſt obſerve, the Cap- 
rain choſe thoſe only to be neareſt ro 
him, and in his Council and Confi- 
dence, Who were Men of weak Un- 
derſtandings; ; or if his Confidents had 
Abilities, they were always Men who 
could be credited no where elſe, and 
whoſe Morals were not to be depend- 
ed upon even in a. eee .of 
Te IT 


AS I. am now to draw the Cha- 
racter of the Captain, and to give 
my Reader a View of his Perſon, be- 
fore I. . publiſh his: Actions; 3 I; beg 
leave to obſerye, that this Gentleman 
has been extremely miſrepreſented by 
the Author of the Beggars Opera; he 
has indeed taken, I think, too great a 


: Poetical Licenſe: for ſince he deſcen- 


ded to draw a living. Highway-man, a 

Highway-man of the preſent Age, 
for ſuch he is; however the Vulgar, 
by the Poet's imperfect Draught of 
_ * miſtake: him, he ought to 
| C3 / | have 


antient and nn Family in the 


(20 
have © confin'd himſelf a fittle more 


ſtrictly to Truth. Very few of the 
Captain's Irregulatities with the Fair 


Sex have ever come to my Know- 
ledge : or if he has had any criminal 
Amours, I never heard him charg d 
with Perfidy to a Woman; and Berry 
Flareit, with whom the Captain has 


ſometimes  deign'd to amuſe himſelf, 
and while away an idle Hour or two, 


has oſten declar'd he was a very in- 
nocent Loyer. Neither would the Cap 


tain's Conſtitution at all bear any fort 


of | Debauch in Brandy, 01 ſtrong Spi- 
tits: So that here again the Drama- 
tiſt has wrong d Him, to make way 
for a drunken Songet or % at his 


going wr wy 


- LBT" us no "ſev what Eure the 
Captain will make as be teally is, 


without the Floutiſhes of a Poetical 
Pen. 
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(21) 
North of Trela#d, or as others will 
have it, in the North -Weſt of Eng- 
land. In his Youth, he diſcover'd an 
uncommon Vigour of Mind and Body; 
and which, if rightly apply'd, mighr 
have been of Service to bis Country; 
but his Underſtanding, and his Perſon, 
as he grew in years, became obtuſe, 
and were rather Clamſy than Athle- 
tick: he underſtood the Art of Wheed- 
ling perfectly well; he knew to apply 
to the general Paſſion of Mankind; 
and pain'd much by giving much a- 
way. Indeed, after he had made him 
ſelf Maſter of this new Band of Pi- 
rates, he became by frequent Excur- 
ſions Maſter of great Wealth; but e⸗ 
ven then, his Intemperance in acqui- 
ting it, could be equall'd by nothing 
bur his Intemperance in conſuming it; 
and he was the Bubble of eyery Pro- 
jector, Painter, Toyman, Architect, and 
Virtuoſo in Europe: Nothing fills. this 
Part of his Character, but the Rapti 
Largitor of Tacitus. He had a laughs 
able, frank, pleaſant Manner among his 
with | Acquaintance 


(22) 


Acquaintance and Dependents, an eaſy. 
and flowing Utterance, and delighted 
to colour his bad Deſigns and perni- 
cious ages with ek Feder, 


WHEN he was at any time = 
lickly attack'd, or charg d with Parti- 
= or Corruption, he took Flame 
immediately; ; he became in an Inſtant 
paſſionate and diſconcerted, violent and 
jealous; . and then, and then only, it 
manifeſtly appear d, that the two chief 1 
ingredients in the Captain's Compoſi- 1 
tion were Arrogance and Avarice. 1 6 
have heard the Captain's Courage diſ- 
puted, and it has been reported that 
he has ſometimes been baſhful in Ac- 
tion; but this I take to be a male. 
volent Aſperſion only, ſince he has 
puſhed on now for many Vears, and 
committed ſeveral notorious Depreda. 
tions with eminent Succeſs. If he has 4 
had the Art- to cover himſelf from the C 
Puniſhment of the Civil Magiſtrate . 
if by Craft, or by Corruption, he has 
at any time got ſo far into the Fa- 

FP your 
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your of the ſeveral Headboroughs, Con- 
ſtables, Beadles, Goalers, and other the 
little Satellites of the Civil Power, to 


skreen himſelf and his Followers from 
the Hand of Juſtice, I think no Im- 


. putation ought to fall upon the Cap- 


tain's Conrage on this Account ; we 
ought rather to conſider him as a 
wiſe General, who never truſts any 
thing to Fortune that he can poſſibly 
avoid, and always parries with his 
Wiſdom, the ill Effects of his Te- 
merity. | f g 


CHAP, III. 


Sy mill. - not, 1 think, * frees) 
Reaſons, be neceſſary in this Place, 
to give a particular Liſt of the Names 
of thoſe Perſons who were concern d 
with the Captain, in many of his enor- 
mities: firſt, I do not find in my felf 
any manner of Inclination to turn E- 
vidence, as I fancy my ſelf above 
the Temptation of the Reward offer'd 
by Law for ſuch Services; and am un- 
willing, whatever Affection I may have 
for the Publick, to oblige it at the 
Expence of my own Character ; for 
in this Age, the Perſon who attempts to 
mark thoſe whoſe Actions are apparently 
detrimental to the Society ; ſuch as 
Smuglers, Owlers, Sharpers, Bambou- 
zlers,” Bites, Runners and Thieves of 
every Denomination, not only goes 
into an apparent Hazard of ſuffering in 
his 
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| neſs. of- diſcharging my Duty outweighs 


(#69. 
his Perſop; but ; likewiſe of perſonal A- 
baſe and ; Sgandal 3. and E queſtion, 
whether I my. ſelf ſhall have any 
Phankz from {ome Men for theſe my 
officious Memoirs: but the - Conſcioul- 


every other Conſideration. ... Beſides, 
theft dating Oſſenders, and bop De- 
pendents and Relations, are very nu- 


merdus; and Thercfo likewiſe a Man 
ought to bd very ca ious. how, or in 


what/ manner he declares. himſelf their 
Enemy. Theſe People; too, who are 
not only very milchievous, but Very 
artful, haye got a Trick of crying 
Thigues. at the ſame time with youz 
and always endeavour by the Con- 
fuſion and the Buſtle they make, 

change Perſons and Characters with 
their Accuſers. There is yet another 
"wy more ſorcible Reaſon than mw 


0 


2 and fü on 1 11 
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Subjects again. I my ſelf, have heard 
of others, who are now ready and 
willing to reform their Errors; and 
having fully repair d, by their Alliance 
with the Captain, their ſhatter'd For- 
tunes, would return to the Society, 
if they might be afſar'd of Indemni- 
ty for what is paſt, and Freedom from 
all Reſumption and Reſtitution; two 
Circumſtances as neceſſary to preſerve 
their Integrity when they take it up 
again, as their Engagements with the 
Captain were to re-eſtabliſh their For- 
tunes before. But I know not how 
it is, now. the Captain is at their 
Head, he maintains himſelf there with 


great Authority; he has the whole 


Body ; under the Menage. 


4 K 


'1 HAVE known ſome, who from 


Reaſon and Conviction, have been ut. 
terly aſham'd of their Conduct; and 


who have enter'd into a Reſolution, 
whatever became of themſelves, to de- 
liver up this great Offender into the 
Hands of Juſtice: Vet when the Captain 
6 £2508 f has 


(2). 
has at this time accidentally fallen 
in their way, I have ſeen them in 
half an Hour after return with plea- 
ſed, - and ſatisfy'd Faces, and deter- 
mined abſolutely to proceed in the 
fame Meaſures ; ſo Inſinuating hath 
been his Diſcourſe, ſo weighty his 
Arguments. This iniquitous Society 
is indeed now ſo eltabliſh'd, that it 
is thought among them to be difficult, 
diſhonourable , dangerous, ungrateful, 
and even unjuſt to quit him; tho 
the Captain ſometimes in the Wanton- 
neſs of his Pride, and to ſhew his 
Power, commands them to perform 
Offices very mean and unmanly : yer 
tho every one blames his Conduct, nor 
one of chem dares to diſpute his Au- 
worivy. *: 


11 


HERE we may obſerve, how ne- 
ceſſary it is for every Man who would 
preſerve his Fame, or his Virtue, to 
avoid all forts of Commerce with 
Diſhonour, leſt he ſhould” find | him- 
ſelf, even before he is aware, invol- 


int D 2 ved 


(28) 
ved and intangled in a Labyrinth of 
Villany : From which, Whatever De- 
reſtation he may have of it, lie will 


find it difficult” to ae hin- 
elf. a * 


GT | 7 : 
- U . 
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THE Captain thus 'eftabliſh'd, and 
firmly confiding in this League af 
Iatereft, went on in his, Enterprizes 
from Day to Day with , Bravery and 
Succeſs. : And tho among his Follow- 
ers, moſt of them were incouraged to 
abide- by him only in the Hope of 
a: faithful Dividend of the Booty; 
yet ſome there were fo wretchedly 
poor in Spirit, who obey'd him out 
of, I know not what Deſire, of a 
poor Dominion or Command under 
him; provoked by no other Want, 
ſtimulated by no other Neceffity,, and 
among whom, none of the Foes 
was ever ſhar d. 


1 
4 
[1 


THE: Society, in in _ abi 


fidence hey Ra” in their Captain, 
LE 4 nunani⸗- 


| * 


C 

unanimouſly made him their Caſhier? 
and intruſted the jquſt and e N 
Diſtributioi of alt the Booty to his 
Care and Fidelity. and received their 
ſeveral Shares from time to time from 
his hands only. - They had indeef 
taken care for à Neſburce againſt 
Accidents, as they were all Soldi- 
ers of Fortune, in this manner: 
They purchaſed a ſtrong. Iron Cheſt, 
with a Slit on the Top, into which 
every Man was obliged to drop e- 
very Day a certain Proportion of the 
Booty of that Day, if it amounted 
to more than the Day's Expence; 
and this was to be eſteemed a ſacred 
Depoſit never to be touch'd. But on the 
moſt important Oeeaſions: Such as to 
provide for any of the Members in 
Sicknels, to bribe à Jury, to take off 
an Evidence, and to prevent a Coii- 
viction, to pay à Lawyer, or a Goal. 
ers Fees, or to ſupport a Member 
in Ptiſon, until he ſhould” be deli. 
ver d by due Courſes of Law. THE 
Key” of this Cheſt was never to be 
1 produc d, 
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produc d, it was never to be open d, 
but on ſome or one of theſe Occa- 
ſions. How it happen'd, I am not 
inform'd.; but there was 4 general 
Rumour 10 that the Captain had not 
obſery'd this Law, but had embezzled 
ſome Part of this ſacred Depoſit, which 
had like ito have bred 1 ill Blood. 


7 


-TH 18 Sade had; by che wo 
tain's wile Management, neglected no- 
thing that was r —_— * 
its Security.” | 


* * 


IT had been "wake cemented 
with Oaths, as well as every other 
Obligation, which bad; as, well as good 
Men think neceſſary to bind one a- 
nother; for without Faith, or the 
Appearance. of it, no Society of any 
Kind can ſubſiſt. Among the reſt of 
the Captain's Abilities, and whieh he 
valued himſelf moſt upon as neceſſary 
to keep his People together, was what. 
he called, Eloquence:,,he. had been 
Davaong - | flarrer d. 


BR * 

flatter d, and flatter'd hiniſelf, that his 
Talent of this Kind was extraordi- 
nary: He talk'd much, and he lov'd 
to talk; and it was his Cuſtom, when 
they met together, to declaim ſtrong- 
ly, but particularly in his own Praiſe. 
About this time he thought fir 
to ſummon them; they conve- 
ned accordingly, and in a private 
Room in the remote Parts of his 
Houſe, the Doors being ſhut, he ha- 
N them in N or in the _ 
words. 


„ "- . * 3 
: 


* 


_ IF the Sonde; he Conduct. 
i the Honour, the Fidelity, or the 
«Zeal of any one of us to the o- 
<« ther were not well known, and 
often try'd and approv'd; if they 
<« were liable to the leaſt Suſpicion, 
«rhe glorious Opportunities we have 
<«: of poſſeſſing, and enjoying the Wealth 
<«.of thoſe from whoſe Tyranny and 
6 Injuſtice we now defend our ſelves 
« by our Arms, muſt be immediately 


* tnatch d out of our Hands; and 


4% 
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«we. ſhauld be deliver d up to the 
Chaſtiſement of him whom our Ene- 
4 mies have the Aſſurance to call we 
% * wag e 

be Ankead of this, we have the 87 
A tisfadtian to meet one another this 
Day in Peace and in Safety, to 
ntaſte the mutnal Joy and Delighe 
„which every Man receives who be. 
© holds his faithful Ally and Compa - 
nion, united to him by the ſame 
« Ties of Intereſt and Neceſſity: for 
ce to have the ſame Inclinations, and 
the ſame Averſions, is the great 
„ Bond of Unity, and the very Foun- 
60 dation 155 n 8 55 


766 . W HEN ee 1 bebold you 
G e chus together, my Heart is liſted 
« with uncommon Joy, When I con- 
«::fider the Hardſhips you | have un- 
«+ dergone , | the Battles you have 
«fought, the Blood you have ſpilt, 
the Fatigues you! have: ſuffer'd, and 

a « the 
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& the continual Perils :to1yhich your 
„Lives and your Forttines| are now 
„ and at all times expoſed for the 
Good of the Community: I, look 
be upon you ag an illuſtriqus Band of, 
Heroes, who have by. your own, 
Virtue deliyer'd your ſelves from, 
* Slayery and Oppreſſion, who 985 
< -gtoriouſfly | recutrd to your 
„ in the Laws of Naturg. have 


« Len off the Yoke, which "beg ” 


“% vou, and ſought . your, MH, 8 | 
1 A abs 1 abt r 


1111 
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6 I attended our ＋ . FN 
++ Orders. or Injuntiong, . vx Decreey : 
Oo we pleaſe, to make, ape; heartily 
and unanimouſiy obey d. e collect | 
Money from whom, . - when, 
*« and where we — ; we are ſub- 
©" jet to no Authority or Laws but 
„ What we make. our. ſelves. In 4 


85 vnd, we are the Terror 0 282 


| « mies. 


N 
«& Enemies, and the 1 N and en 
* of our Etiands. 7 


—  =Bflogz> erafi 


= AND 1 affirm,” Gentlemen, fe 
"I haye been intruſted with 


94 „Cab, ng one Shilling, 1 repeat 
"|, not 4 Shilling basb been em 


a iberzled. or ſquander'd or laid Gue? 
but in” the Service 'of | the Com- 


unit) 1 declare you could no 
4 Where have found a Caſhier fo know 
Al ing in Accounts, or To faithful and 
« thrifty a Manager; and I challenge 
* all Mankind to ſay the contrary; 
I defy the little invidious Scandal 
4 and ditty" Afperſions which have 

4 been thrown, as if I had broke 
4 open the Tron-Cheft, and ſquan- 
& dred the Money my Friends have 
— intruſted me with: but this Scan- 
wy dal is to be deſpiſed, as it takes 
* its Source from yours art * Ene- 


2 
= 4 


41 =y not at all n but by 
« © my, Courage and Conduct, I ſhall 
4 4 « live 


kno 0 
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„ live to ſee you a. flouriſhing Soci- 
ety; we — many and rich Friends 
in yon regular Community, they 
come over to our Principles daily; 
and no doubt, they will one Day 
inliſt their. Names in our Rolls: 
„Who knows to what an Height 
you may ariſe? Our Enemies, they 
who talk ſo preciſely of Right and 
Wrong, argue in a moſt ridiculous 
manner about unalterable Right and 
Property: Surely tbe Macedonian 
% Vouth bad no more Right to the 
Dominions of Darius, than I bad 
« to the Purſe and Periwig af old 
6 Civicus. And we have moſt unde» 
„ niably as good a Title to levy Mo- 
„% ney upon thole who travel the 
Road, as Cz/ar had to levy Mo- 
< ney, without the Authority of the 
*« Senate, upon his Fellow - Subjects: 
“but were it otherwiſe, . we are not 
here to diſpute about the Legality 
of our Profeſſion; no, let us leave 
„ that to our Enemies: if we-ſhould 
+. ever, unhappily fall into theit Power. 
E 2 I 
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ing, does to fome People of 


2 (956) 


fear we Abbe little Mercy to ex- 
% pect. Let us then unite as one Man, 
1 und let no Man boggle at coming 

* rhorowly into whatever the Intereſt 
4 6 the Neceſſity of our Affairs ſhalf 

* require: What you have often wiſh'd 
„ou enjoy, Wealth, Honour, Glory, 
the: Reward of happy Victors: But 
4 48 (the Thoughts of ſecuring theſe 
Bleſſings to you, and yours, muſt | 
et more forcibly ſtimulate you to the 
Care of preſerving them than any 
thing 1 can ſay; 1 ſhall- conclude on- 
iy wich reminding you, that Wealth 


is to be preferr'd to Poverty, and 


% { Liberty ro Servitude. 


T HE Aſſembly now broke up, ex- 
r pleas d with the Captain's De- 
clamation, and much comforted that 
they had ſo good and ſo Praiſe - wor- 
thy a Cauſe. One does not know 
how to account for it, but there is 


ſomething in the Captain's averring and 


— Air, that while he is ſpeak- 
ſlow 
Parts 


= 


— 
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Parts look like Sincerity and Truth, 
two Qualities that he is roo much a 
Politician ever to ſuffer by. But as 
there is in the Mind of every Man 
conſcious of great Crimes, an Inſtabi- 
lity and Fear, that works og all the 
affected Jollity and Eaſe of the moſt 
tranquil Heart, a guilty - Fluſh will 
now and then dart into his Features, 
and diſcover that all is not quiet with- 
in. I have obſerv'd the Captain, when 
be has caught a Man's Eye upon him, 
whom he ſuſpected to be his Enemy. 
turn pale and ſhake, and immediately 
all the Muſcles in his Face have con- 
fels'd every thing he could be accus d 
of; ſo * a . is a bad 


Mind. 5 
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CHAP. IV. 


PH E Captain was now perfedt- 
ly pleas'd with: himſelf, and ſa- 
risfy'd in his Abilities, he rais*d his Creſt ; 
he plumed himſelf in the Fulneſs of 
his Power and Sun-ſhine; he would 
compare himſelf by Turns to the great- 
eſt Generals: Now he was Hannibal, 
now Scipio, or Fabius. And when 
he would number h imſelf among thoſe 
who were fam d in civil Polity,” and 
the Arts of Government, he was U- 
Iyſſes, Lycurgus, Solon, Cicero, Rich- 
lieu and Mazarine : but above all, the 
Viſions that vapour'd his Brain, his 
moſt delighting Dream was, that there 
was an exact Similitude between him 
and Cardinal Richlieu, for the Name 
of Mazarine he held in Contempt. 
How ſo unproportion'd ſan Idea could 
ſeize his Head, I know not; but Bob 
Brazen, an old Servant of the Cap- 


tain's, 


MLT 
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tain's, and one who when he pleas'd, 

would take Liberties, + as being in_the 
Depth of his Secrets; when the Cap- 
tain was one Day vaunting thus, and 

drawing the Parallel between himſelf 
and Richlieu. Noble Captain, ſaid he, 
you are quite out here, you ſhall give 
me leave to ſet you right; and When 
I have ſnewu you. the Pourtraits of 
theſe two Miniſters, Richlieu and Ma. 
zarine, perhaps, if you lay your Hand 
upon your Heart, you may confeſs 
vou have no Likeneſs either to the 
one or the other; or if you have any 
Reſemblance, it muſt be; to, Marariuc. 


Take an Ebauche of em then as fol- 

lows. w 0 20 eig 
TULIUS MAZARINE was Bid 
Miniſter in France, and ſucceeded 
Richlieu; he went fucceſsfully thro? 
mamy and great Affairs, but with,a 
little and mean Genius. for - Govern- 
nent. Richlicu had. 4 large and. ex- 
tenſebe Genius; but at be. was not 
n con fided. in by, the. | King bir 
' Mafer, 


Maſter, be found all | Buſineſs more 
embarraſi'd in the Cabinet, than if 
he" bad been to dire? in the Weak- 


weſt and Confuſion of 4 Minority; 
Mazarine acted without Controul, and 
the Council in which - he preſided 
Were uniform and firm. Richliet 
Prince would neither. govern, nor be 
govern , and he was forc'd to ferve 


him in ſpite of himſelf,” and at the 
Hazard of "his Life : Mazarine was 


induſtrious and mſi muating, and knew 
how to draw People into his Par. 
iy by their. Intereſh, and inſolently 
uſed to ſay, No Man ought to be e- 
ſteemed a good Frenchman who did 
not receive his Wages. Mazarine gor 
the better of his Enemies by Arti- 
fice and Stratagem, Richlieu, by open 
. Force. Richlieu fupported his Maſs 
ter Character with Courage. and 
Dignity, Mazarine govern'd, but not 
with Dignity; and thoſe who were 
| 11 ' his Penſion had rather the Air 

well- fed Servants, than of Gen. 
Wt * Richlieu „ it is true, "was 
8 * 
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Bang, Dar imperious; but in eve. 
ry thing be diſcover d an extenſive, 


4 great, and an exalted Spirit. Ma- 


zarine was fumd for Fineſſe and 
Avarice ; he had the Art of corrrupt- 


ing the Manners of the People, till 


at laſt he render'd the French Faith 
ridiculous to 4 Proverb; be funk 
their Courage, leſſend their Honour 


and Credit, threw all into Confuſi- 


on, and render d the Royal Favours 
wholly Venal, There was nothing be 
really dreaded ſo much as Merit, and 
u body durſt pretend to any Share in 
his Intereſt or Favour, who could 


not produce well-atteſted Memorial 
that they bad Minds ſufficiently de- 
_ baſed to bis Purpoſes , „i wpple and 


capable of being inſtrumental in exe- 


cuting the vileſt Projetts: And as\ 


he had but little true Knowleage of 


Mankind, he always belieu'd the worſt- 


77 them; Honour , Integrity of Heart, 
and Purity of Manners, he boot d 


on only as à Poetica Fiction He 
had indeed occaſion for none, and had 


F none 
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one about him but buſy artful Crea- 
tures, "who could deceive, betray, pro- 
ett, and make Money of every thing : 
By. theſe Means his Name became 0+ 
dons and deteſiable among the Peo. 
ple; and yet this Lowneſs and Nar- 
rowneſt of his" Mind diſplay'd it ſelf 
n nothing more, than in that hearty 
Contempt which he always diſtoverd 
for all the liberal Arts and Scien- 
ces, as if they could not poſſibly have 
been of any De to any Govern- 
ment. Richlieu Jov'd Letters, and 
Men of Letters ; and as be was 
learned himſelf, bi. low % erco 
rage Learning „and £00k" every OS 
cuſſon to excite an Emulabion in the 
trarned World. Maxarine had no reah 
Regard' for any thing, neither the 
Church, nor Letters, nor Apts, nor 
Arms, mor Virtue of any Kind; 
therefore it is nos to 2 Wonder d, 
that à general Odium, both of great. 
and litthe, roſe at once againſt him. 
Marzarine affect the Character of a 
nn Miniſter, x: atoms true N 22 


* 1e 


gives Succeſ3 aluays to open and ho- 
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weſt Meaſures, not to thoſe conduct. 
ed by little Artifices of Trick and 
Fraud. *Tis a Sign of Weakneſs, and 
want of Capacity and Knowledge of 
the direct and broad Road, when a 
Politician thus gropes out a way 


thro) blind Lanes and Alleys. 


THESE are, noble Captain, faid 
Bob, the true Characters, as I have 
collated them, of theſe two Miniſters ; 
tho I really think it is Preſumption 
in you to pretend to riſe even to that 
of Mazarine, low as I have given 
i: you forget you are only a com- 
mon Robber; you forget your ſelf 


and us too. Thus far Bob Brazen 


ventur'd to chaſtiſe his Maſter, who 
ſhook his Sides with a hearty Laugh, 
took all in good part, and went our 
to give his Orders with his uſual Frank- 
neſs and Sincerity. | 


NOW the Night and Buſineſs came 


a and the ſeveral Parties diſperſed 
F 2 and 
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and divided for the Road; ſome made 
Incurſions on the Country, others 
were poſted in the Cities of Lon- 
don and Weſiminſter , they kept a 
ſtrict and regular Correſpondence, and 
as the Perſons attack'd were generally 
fewer in Number than their Attack» 
ers, they commonly carry'd off much 
Booty. It muſt be confeſs'd by all 
who have had the Honour to be 
robb'd by them, that they collected 
in a very Gentleman-like. manner; 
and. when they were treated ſors, 
times unſeaſonably and - paſſionately 
with. rough Language, they ſmiled 
only and rifled on, and minded Buſi- 
neſs: Nor were they ever known to 
come into any Acts of Inhumanity and 
Violence. But as frequent Robberies 
were now committed, and in the ve- 
ry Streets of London, ſome few of 
the Juſtices of the Peace | iſſued out 
their Search-Warrants, the Alarm ſcem- 
ed to be taken, and yet no Diſcove. 
ries were made, or at leaſt not of any 
Who belong d to the Captain's Confe- 
deracy ; f 
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deracy : But among the Magiſtrates 
who moſt buſy'd themſelves, and la- 
bour'd moft heartily to break this il. 
legal Knot of Outlaws, who prey'd 
upon the Commonwealth, was Probus ; 
Probus, an antient Magiſtrate of the 
City, and an Alderman above the 
Chair, an honeſt true-hearted Tndepen- 
dent Whig ; he was often ſeen to march 
himſelf at the Head of his venerable 
Patrole of Watchmen, a veteran ho- 
neſt. Band, to try at leaſt if he could 
have the Honour. and Happineſs of 
attaching any of this audacious Fra- 
ternity; but alas his Endeayours were 
never fayour'd with Succeſs: And 
what was very odd, ſeveral of his 
Brethren ' whoſe Aſſiſtance he deſir d, 
in order to make ſuch an Inquiry 28 
the Law commanded after theſe Plun- 
derers of the Publick, told him that 
he was really too buſy; that as for 
People of bad Characters, there were 
ſuch perhaps, and always were, and 
muſt be ſuch under the beſt regulated 
Police; but that the exrraordinary 

| Noiſe 
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Noiſe and Clamour he now raiſed, was 


only the Effect of Whim, ill Humour, 
Spleen, or an officious Vanity of ap- 
pearing more diligent or more honeſt 
than his Neighbours; that he might 
remember the various and unaccounta- 
ble Stories oe 1/714 Iriſh; and 
but a few Years, were. paſs'd ſince the 
 Mobucks put every thing into Confu- 
ſion, when the whole Town was a- 
larm'd, and in bodily Fear about the 
wild Frolicks of two or three drunken 
Rakes: they adviſed him to go home 
and to ſleep quietly in his Bed, with- 
out diſturbing his own or his Neigh- 
bour's Repoſe concerning the Welfare 
of the Publick: They aſſurd him, 
that the Conſtables and Watchmen 
knew their Duty very well, and they 
were ſatisfy'd nothing could happen 
amiſs; and that if he went on thus 
continually to cry Thieves, they ſhould 
look upon him as a Malecontent, not 
at all ſatisfyd with the Government 
of the City, as a Diſturber of the 
Wa e And in a word. 

that 


CS 
that they would take care he "ſhould 
be leſt out of the next Commiſtion 


of 4 TRE. 


THIS odd Treaumeat 90 the old 
Gentleman alarm d m extremely; 
but at the ſame time it warm'd him, 
and he reply d, © That frequent Com- 
& plaints of Robberies committed had 
* been made to him upon Oath ; that 
* he believ'd the City was never more 
_ «© infeſted with theſe ſort of Pirates than 
«© now ; that there was moſt certainly a 
= Confederacy of Men who lived upon 
« Plunder, and that one Mackheath wag 
ce generally reputed to be their Captain; 
that he thought it a Matter of great 
« Concern to the City, and therefore he 


«had exerted himfelf in his Province as 


he was authoriſed to do by Law; nor 


c did he conceive that he was imperti- 
« nenrly buſy : And if the Alarms of 


« the Wild Triſh and the Mobocks were 
ce withour any Foundation, he thought 
« they ought not to' be Precedents for 
«* Supinenels or Negligence, and ſerve 

only 


* 
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only to lull them aſleep when the 
Danger was real, leſt they ſhould a- 
wake when it was too late; that he 
was alarm'd not only for the publick 
Safety, but his own ; that he had 
much to loſe ; and altho he was yery 
well content to part with the /a/? SHil. 


ling in the Defenſe of the Laws of 


his Country, and for the Benefit of 
the Society, yet he could never con- 


ſent that any Man ſhould ſet up a 


Right to take a ſingle Shilling out of 
his Pocket forcibly ; and which pub- 
lick Robbers might pretend a Preſcrip- 
tion to. do, if they were permitted 
to go on thus with Impunity ; they 
will ſoon, faid he, . miſtake this In- 


c dolence of yours for Indulgence, and 


cc 


cc 


plead Cuſtom to their Crimes. Thar 


as to the invidious Name of Male. 


content, with which they were plea- 
ſed to. honour him, he deſpiſed the 
Character, as he was very conſcious 
he never found fault but when he had 


reaſon ſo to do: and as to leaving 


« Him out of the Commiſſion of the 


„ Peace. 
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« Peace, perhaps, Gentlemen, ſaid he, 
«« that may not be in your Power; but 
if it is, I ſhall ſtill have a Right to 
** talk, and to complain too, when 1 
« find my ſelf agriey'd, both as a Ci- 
«« tizen and an Engliſbman.” _— 


HOWEVER it was, this cooled 
the Hunt a little, and the Captain 
ſtill purſued his old Meaſures: As 
we ſhall - ſhew in the following 
Nee p ) #: 
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ITHERTO we have ſhewn 
the Captain in the Fulneſs of 
his Joy, in the Shine of his happier 

Honts; when he appear'd jocund and 
gay at the Head of a ſtrong: and a 
well-arm'd Panty ; when his Foes :look'd 
little in his Eyes, and his Compani- 
ons exulted with him in his Proſperi- 
ty. It is moſt certain, never any 
Man ſwallow'd popular Applauſe more 
greedily than the Captain: Vet tho he 
had generally a ſort of hoity-toity Joy 
about him, that ſeemd to keep him 
buoyant, even amidſt the greateſt Ini- 
quities he hourly committed; a nearer 
View might diſcover a ſecret Horror 
and Cloud that clung around his Heart, 
au chock'd; him in the Joudeſt Laugh. 
Nor is it at all aft6niſhing, when we 
conſider how many and what dange- 
rous Enterprizes he every Day under- 


took. 
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took. The Attack, or ſejzing of the 


Booty, was not leſs dangerous * the 
diſpoſing it after, it was taken; and as 
the richeſt of the Plunder could not 
be ſold here, he was oblig'd to fend 
it to France, Holland, Germany, and 
many Parts beyond tbe. Seas, he -- he 
always found People who dealt this 
way; but who, always made him bad 
Returns, 4nd to whom he was a con- 
ſtant Bubble: Tho among all his Cor- 
reſpondents, no one uſed the .Caprain 
ſo ill as Monſieur Trepante, à French 
Merchant, ſo he ſtyled himſelf; but 
he was in reality, only a famous | 
ceiver of ſtolen Goods: To this M; 
the Captain conſigned Gold Watches, 
Diamond Rings, Medals, and whatever 
other Remarkables fell into his Hands, 
and- were judged by, no means proper 
or ſafe ro be expoſed to Sale at home. 
But Trapante, the moſt ; cunning and 
fallacious Man that ever took up the 
Myſtery of Pawnbrokiog,. never _ 
him any Returns: And when he en. 
poſtulated this e him, Arn. 
2 ſieut 
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ſieur invented many frivolous and idle 
Pretences to defraud him. Sometimes 
he wrote him word that he had been 
at great Expences in Huſh-Money ; that 


* 


he was under Apprehenſions of being 
impeach'd by a Spaniſh Merchant, to 
whom'he had confign'd ſome'Diamonds, 
which were diſcover'd by a Jew at Ma- 
drid to have been the Property of a 
Man of Quality in Erglaud At other 
Times be had Bills drawn upon him 
from Vienna, with Letters of Advice and 
Threats, | 400 which he durſt not refuſe 
act cepring, for fear of being impleaded. 
Aud "when the Captain in theſe untoward 
Circumſtances ſometimes grew peeviſh, 
and remonſtrated to the Frenchman with 
Tome Acrimony, the unjuſt and ungen- 
tleman · like Treatment he receiv'd, and 
'threaten'd never to employ him again 
as his Factor; the ſaucy Frenchman al- 
ways took him ſhort with Menaces to 
come over, and to turn Evidence againſt 
him: He told him, he was ſure of 
Pardon and Protection; and he ſhould, 
1f he continued to uſe him in this 
1 | E manner, 


(53) 
manner, begin to;''conſider. cooly! both 
what his Intereſt and his Duty prompts * 
ed him to, and drop the fooliſhs pers 
ſonal Inclination that he had for him. 
In this Affair, I have heard his Com- 
panions fay, the Captain was, inexcu. 
ſable, for that long before, he dealt 
with the Frenchman,” he . was not ig» 
norant of his Character, nor in. what 
manner he had ruin'd ſeveral unhappy 
Gentlemen in this way before, on 
would moſt certainly betray bim, 
ſoon as ever he fefus d to feed his. ie 
varice. Nor had | the Captain much 
better Uſage at Home, the watchful 
Cares, the anxious Fears, and the con- 
tinual Diſturbance and Hurry in which 
he liv'd, made his Poſt not to be 
envied by the loweſt in his Confede- 
racy.” Thoſe under his Direction were 
never ſatisſy d, and it was obſervable, 
when he was, and he frequently was, 
partial in the Diſtribution of the Booty; 
the Perſon whom he thus favour d, 
was always the very firſt who muti- 
ny'd. 00 natural is it for Men of ſer- | 


(54) 
vile' Mipds , to impute every thing 
they teceivc. rather to their own Me- 


—_— 
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T ye $"you les be bad ths: Hu- 
mours of Malkin 28 well as their 
Neceſſities to adininiſter to; - and the 
firſt” were as difficulr 1 to be govern'd 
as s the kalt. * 
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155 of Life : At Ser times 
they 5 im flatly, that it was bet⸗ 
der at once to dye, than to hang thus 
hourly in conſtant Anxieties and Fears. 
But whencyer theſe penitent or * 
ous, Brows, appear d before him, 

a certain and an infallible 13 
ay; he. took them aſide one by one 
into 2 private. Apartment. mutter d a 
e words, ſmiled and ſqueezed them 
by the Hand; and immediately after 
cis, all-Deſpondence, and conſcientious 


Qualms, 


(38.9. N 
Qualms, and n and Jea- 
louſies vaniſhd away; and the, Cap- > 
rain was declar'd a 1 of the 
firſt Capacity, and the greatelt Ho- 
nour of ** in Hartge 


THESE 1 kad mention d, Were. 
but a few of the Difficulties that be- 
ſieg d rhe Captain daily; fo dearly did 
he pay far being at the Head of this 
unlawful League: And 1 haye heard, 
that hie has often confels'd' to an In- 
timate, that he lamented his Situa- 
tion; and if the Danger of ' defcend- 
ing was not apparently greater than 
continuing where he was, he ſhould 
with Joy change för the meaneſt Con- 
dition of the pooreſt Labourer in t 
Commonwealth; tho at the ſame time 
when he talk d to the Confederacy, he 
profeſs d to live and dye wich them, 
and declar'd he had very lice Regard 
to What any volgar Waetches * 
weigh. on! G n . 


111 N. 


. 


- MANKIND: Me Happitits, and 


* gy 


. f 


purſue it thro Paths where they are 
ſure never to: overtake it, and are ve- 
ry often oblig d to return in 'Searth' of | 
it to the very 1 277 where how, firſt 
_ out. e A! 


5 


* K T notwithſtanding the gn | 
was. now and then puniſhd with a2 
Qualm of this Kind; when his Spirits 
return d, when his Companions ſur- 
rounded him, when the Buſineſs of the | 
Day. proyokd him, or ſome new Prize 
was ſet in view, be an return d 


e to his . 


"F = is very J eg, bar this . 
tain, who has now been an old Of. 
fender, ſhould never have been capi- 
tally convicted. The firſt. Offence, 'as | 
1 remember, for which he was pub- | 
lickly quiſtion'd,” ' was a 'Depredati- 


on committed in —— upon ſome 
8 Farmers, 
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Farmers; who having fold their Hay 
and Corn, at Edinbungb. Vere return- 
ing home: the Captain was aceuſed, and 
muſt have been conyicted, but for the 
Evidence of his faithful Servant (Bob | 
Brazey, whom I have, mentioned: be- 
fore. Hab (wore the. Captain was in a- 
nother Place. when: that Fact was com- 

. mitted; and that he chad .,po Knowledge 
cf the; Fact, or any Aharg in the gpoil a 
aud when this Teſtimany. ſeew'd not: te 
have s fall :W.eight ith, the: Jucy. 
Hob cok dhe Crime n himſelf; 
and ſwote he, commimed it {ingly and 
alone; and What is yer more ſur- 
prizing. Bol was never ꝗqueſtioa'd for 
this afterwards. This Peryice the Gaps 
tain has upon all Occaſidns, and does, 
as I am inform'd, to this Hour ac- 
knowledge: And indeed this Was a 
particular Mark of , Ftiendſbip. and 
ſuch as is not oſten to 0 met. wich 
in _ 1 Age. 


7 | _ IT 
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IT would be an endless and a tri- 
fling Labour to recount the Patticulars 
of every Affair that the Captain has 
been engag d in from time to time * 
Some were gallant, ſome were raff, 
ſome dangerous, and others only gain- 
fal or whimſical: His manner of ſteal- 
ing the ſeveral Quart and Pint Pots 
out of every Publick Houſe in a large 
Matket-T'6 wn, and obliging the In⸗ 
habitants to pay a Penny a- piece for 
every Pot before they were -delivePd; 
was "fot ſome time the Subject of 
Mirth; as was likewiſe” the odd Me- 
thod he took to levy Contributions 
2 a whole Fleet of "Collicrs | at 


80 ME people were mighrly . 
ſed likewiſe with the Diſappointment 
he met with, in the Execution of a 
* and irregular Scheme he had 

l | form ich 


r 


of bis N 
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form'd, to attack a Parcel of brave and 
generous Seamen, who he had wrong 
Information were ſuch a Day to re- 
ceive their Pay; but Jac - Tar was fo 
well prepar'd to meet him, and ſtood. 
ſo. reſolutely to his Arms, that the 
Captain was oblig d to drop the Pro- 
ject, and leave him in quiet Poſſeſſion. | 
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s 0 0 N. after — . 3 was grown 


ſo daring by Impunity, that it became 


dangerous to walk the Streets of Lon- 
don aſter it was dark, fo. frequent and 
ſo open were the Robberies; when 
his Majeſty, by bis moſt gracious Pro- 
clamation, at once diſſipated the ſe- 
veral Gangs, and the Fears of his People. 
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[HAV E gone thro' as matiy Che” 


cumſtances concerning the Life and 
Manners of Captain Mackheath* as 


have- occur d to me; and, I © hope; 
no body will from the Title of this 

little Tract, expect to be let into the 
more minute Particulars of his Life 
and Converſation; © I have only endea- 
vontd as ſtrongly as 1 Could to mark 
the Chatacter of this Man's Mind, 

ahd to ſhew my Readers by this Ex- 
atmple, that the direct Pats to Hap- 7 
pineſs are Integtity and Content, how- 
ever Mankind are led aſtray in the 
Search of it, among the Glare of Wealth 
and imaginary Dignities. 


1 KNOW it is a very difficult, 


a very invidious, and a dangerous 
Task, to write the Actions of evil 


Men 


7 5 


'S_ > 9 
Men while they yet live, however 
true, or juſt, or impartial fach Wri- 


tings may be: But as 1 thought this 
Endeavour of mine might not be Whol. 
ly. ubuſeful tothe Publick, I reſolved 
to do my Duty as a good Citizen j 
and at the ſame time, I confeis by 
my preſent Joy ati concluding this lit- 
tle Book, that I did not reſiſt the 

Temptations of my Vanity as à frail 
enn cnn” 0 


AS I profeſs'd in the Beginning of 
theſe. Memoirs, to conduct my 'Telf 
impartially, I hope the Captain will 
acquit me as to that Part of the Per- 
formance : What remains: is, to ex- 
hort him, which I do in the moſt 
heatty and pathetiek manner, not to 
go on ſtill to behold himſelf 'in a 
falſe and à flattering: Mirrour, and to 
glorify bimſelf iu the Glare of thoſe 
. which his Proſperity” only hath 


thrown 


(62) 
throwu around him: the Defolation 
and Nvages he daily commits are 
recorded and laid up againſt him, and 
Puniſhment ſurely, tho flowly, ſtalks 
behind him: he muſt be equally blind 
and vain to imagine that his Flatterers, 


now his little Minions, will attend 


and dance around him in his adverſe 
Hours.) Can he who never loved or 
truſted any Man, but as he was uſeful 
to him, indulge himſelf in the fond 
Belief that he is belov'd or truſted by 
any Man but for the Convenience 
ſoch a. Paraſite finds in his Favour ? or 
can he expect Integrity or Gratitude 
in a Creature, Whoſe whole Merit and 
Recommendation to his Service muſt 
be, the, Want of thoſe very Qualities? 


The. {ame-Neceſlity;that introduced him 


into his Hervice, will -ſhew him- the 


way qut of it; he muſt expect theres. 
fore: when. the; evil Hour ſhall come, 


to dak biel torally: abandon d: theſe. 
gout Flies, 


I = 

Flies of the Sunſhine are not to be 
found in the Winter of Adverſity; let 
him then look upon me as the only 
faithful and unbyaſs'd Friend he hath. 
I have rung out the Alarm-Bell, and 
warn'd him while the Day yet is, to 
repeat of his evil Ways; I hope well 


he will receive the Benefit I intended 85 


him from theſe Memoirs. If this ſhall 
happen, I ſhall have the great Reward 


my Vanity propos d. But ſhould the = 
Captain neglect or deſpiſe theſe my Ad- 


monitions, — -/ to be ſo 
good to himſelf te rpc | what the 
wiſeſt Man hath") Rid,” 
<« ig often p roret fru þ bis Nect. 
« ſhall fi d, and that © 
« without Remedy. — 5 
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